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Meetings Industr y States its Position on Terrorism Incidents
The Joint Meetings Industry Council today released a statement regarding the reaction of
Meetings Industry leaders to recent terrorism incidents and the position the industry is
encouraging in terms of responding to their potential effects on ongoing event activities.
Along with deploring such acts as contrary to fundamental industry objectives of enhancing
global knowledge, exchange and understanding, the statement calls for perspective,
vigilance and resolve as means of perpetuating industry values and demonstrating
solidarity through supporting destinations that have been impacted.
“It is important for our industry to take a clear position on this issue, as there are clear
responsibilities to deal with here”, said JMIC President Joachim Konig. “The attacks we
have seen are not limited to the immediate targets; it is our social values, and the way we
want to live our lives that are under threat, which makes them attacks on all of us. We are
all aware that ongoing terror threats will impact our industry in many ways, and this adds
new responsibilities; however, freedom is not an automatic priviledge but a task we must
all contribute to“.
The statement is as follows;
As an industry we deplore the terrorist-inspired incidents that have taken place in many
parts of the world and which are designed to intimidate both residents and travellers. At
the same time, we recognize the potential implications of such acts on not only the longterm success of our own sector but of the values we promote in terms of global exchange,
cooperation and advancement.
As a result, we encourage all members of the Meetings Industry to adopt and reflect in
their own decisions and actions the following three measures;
Perspective:
1. While certain destinations have received a lot of attention in this regard, the reality
is that anywhere in the world may be targeted in future. This means that we should
not unfairly discriminate against any individual destination unless there are
immediate and specific reasons for concern, recognizing that this has important
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implications for an industry that often makes long-term decisions.
2. The impacts of global terrorist-inspired events, while frightening in their
randomness and cruelty, represent a very small proportion of travel-related
challenges or even safety in one’s own place of residence. We therefore
encourage that these events be put into perspective relative to the oftensensational coverage they typically receive from the news media, and will reflect
this in our own communications.
Vigilance:
1. We acknowledge our collective responsibility for the safety and security of
delegates participating in the kinds of events this sector represents and hosts. We
also are proud of the considerable measures that have been adopted by
organizers, venues and service providers in this regard and commit to even greater
cooperation, not only amongst various industry organizations but with related
organizations and institutions in the communities where we work and that we visit.
2. At the same time, we would actively discourage overreaction to such acts by
governments and their security agencies in ways that would adversely and unduly
impact the travel experience and / or unnecessarily restrict access by event
participants to event locations.
Resolve:
1. The Meetings Industry is proud of the role we play in encouraging and supporting
global exchange and understanding. At the same time, we have been at the
forefront of both global travel stability and recovery, leading the return to normal
travel patterns following disruptions.
2. As a result, we believe that to react out of fear is to help the perpetrators to realize
their goals for such terrorist acts, and to deny the importance of the role we play in
supporting our own industry objectives. We will therefore strive to maintain event
timing, participation and rotation in the face of what is clearly an effort to disrupt
these and all other beneficial travel activities.
“Through issuing this statement, as endorsed at our most recent Council meeting, we are
calling on all members of the industry to adopt the measures that are identified here in
their responses to both current and any potential future impacts“, said Konig.“We will
continue to share information, experiences and strategies in order to fulfil our
responsibilities while maintaining the values and activities this industry stands for.“

JMIC – the Joint Meetings Industry Council – was established in 1978 as a vehicle for
creating a forum for the exchange of information and perspectives amongst international
associations engaged in various aspects of the Meetings Industry. It is dedicated to
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building awareness of the Meetings Industry and the value it delivers in supporting global
economic, professional and organizational development.
JMIC supports industry networking, awards and advocacy programs, and is currently
expanding its activities in the areas of information exchange, industry messaging and the
development of a collective voice to advance key issues and values. Its programs are
supported by partners IMEX and ibtm, who are working actively with the Council to help it
achieve its goals.

The active member associations who comprise JMIC today are:
AACVB, the Asian Association of Convention and Visitor Bureaus
AIPC, the International Association of Convention Centres
ASAE, the American Society of Association Executives
Cocal, the Latin American Confederation of PCO and Related Companies
DMAI, Destination Marketing Association International
ECM, European Cities Marketing
EFAPCO, the European Federation of Associations of Professional Congress Organisers
EVVC, European Association of Event Centres
IAPCO, the International Association of Professional Congress Organizers
ICCA, the International Congress and Convention Association
ICESAP, the Incentive, Conference & Event Society Asia Pacific
MPI, Meeting Professionals International
PCMA, the Professional Convention Management Association
SITE, Society for Incentive Travel Excellence
UFI, the Global Association of the Exhibition Industry
UIA, the Union of International Associations
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