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Company/
Organized By
Entity Type
Location
Contact Details

Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre
✔

Venue

Organizer

Country/Region:

Australia

City:

Gold Coast

Name:

Jamie Tonkin

Email address:

tonkinj@gccec.com.au

Other, please specify:

✔ Yes, I don’t mind my contact details being published.

Initiative Title

Please provide the title of the
initiative.

Initiative Summary

Please provide a brief summary of
the initiative.

Partnerships

Please describe any partnerships
made in planning or implementing
this initiative.

Future Partnerships
Please describe any future
partnerships to consider (e.g.
organizers, venue, NGO, etc.).

Relevant Sustainable
Development Goal(s)
Please select all SDGs with which
your initiative aligns.

Description of the
Initiative
Please provide a detailed
description of the initiative.

Location of the
Initiative

Less to Landfill

Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre’s (GCCEC) Less to Landfill initiative aims to
reduce the amount of waste sent to landfill. The initiative focuses on segregating and
disposing of the Centre’s waste in six categories via more environmentally sustainable
methods.
Waste is segregated into the appropriate waste category container as close as possible to
-Australian
neutral
paper
supplier WINC
the point of carbon
generation.
Waste
segregation
and the use of colour coded containers enables
-Biodegradable
food
packaging
supplier
BioPak
waste to be handled, treated and disposed of correctly and safely in accordance with the
-Australian
foodinitiative.
rescue organisation OzHarvest distributes any quality usable food to local
Less to Landfill
charities
In addition to the strategic waste management of these six categories, all departments at
-Gold
Coast
City
Council
need-based
waste
collection
GCCEC
follow
a pre
purchasing
checklist.
This
checklist
ensuresaspurchasing
is made
via
Note:
This
information
is optional
and confidential.
It is collected
an experimental
exercise
-Envirobank
processes
GCCEC's
bottles
and
cans via
the Queensland
Government’s
preferred
sustainable
suppliers.
this
year, in
order to assess
the needs and possible
networking
services.
container
deposit scheme
Through proactive
choices, best practices, partnerships with clients and waste segregation,
-EarthCheck,
global certification
travel and tourism, ensures GCCEC is compliant and
GCCEC is committed
to reducingfor
landfill.
provides a tracking service for industry benchmarking
GOAL 1: No Poverty
GOAL 2: Zero Hunger
GOAL 3: Good Health and Well-Being
GOAL 4: Quality Education
GOAL 5: Gender Equality
GOAL 6: Clean Water and Sanitation
GOAL 7: Affordable and Clean Energy
GOAL 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth

✔
✔

✔

GOAL 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
GOAL 10: Reduced Inequality
Comm
GOAL 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
GOAL 12: Responsible Consumption and Production
GOAL 13: Climate Action
GOAL 14: Life Below Water
GOAL 15: Life on Land
GOAL 16: Peace and Justice Strong Institutions
GOAL 17: Partnerships to Achieve the Goal

The Less to Landfill waste diversion initiative processes waste via the following six methods:
1. Recyclables are co-mingled. Bottles and cans are separated to be deposited into the
Queensland Government’s container deposit scheme through Envirobank. Other co-mingled
materials are processed for recycling.
2. Bulk cardboard and paper waste are diverted to a separate on-site compactor and
collected for recycling.
3. Grease trap waste is collected by GCCEC and pumped out by the waste collection service
every
six weeks.
Country/Region:
Australia
4. Where possible, general building materials like wood and metal are re-used or recycled.
City:
5.
Food waste isGold
segregated
Coast into two categories- compostable and useable. Food scraps,
kitchen scraps and coffee grinds are collected in biodegradable bags and composted. Quality
usable food is redistributed via OzHarvest.

Initiative Type

Waste

Initiative Date
Monetary Impact

1/1/15

Cash
Amount:

Time Invested

Participation Hours
Number of hours:

Impact on Persons

Persons Benefited
Number of people:

Other Impact

Metric:

If there is another pertinent metric,
please add it in the free entry field
here (e.g. KWH of renewable energy
used, KgCO2e of carbon saved, no.
of trees not used, etc.).

Amount:

Feedback/
Lessons Learned
Please share any key lessons
learned, unexpected results or
challenges, or advice for those
interested in hosting a similar
activity.

Online Links
Please include any online links
that feature your activity, if
available.

Attachments
Please include any photos,
promotional materials, activity
handouts, or other documents.

8% reduction in Greenhouse Gas emission this year (Earth Check, 2019), carbon o

One of the challenges of waste management is public participation. As a venue that relies on
the business of the public, GCCEC often finds avoiding contamination in the Front of House
areas a challenge. Currently the Front of House waste is separated into two categories;
recyclables and general waste. Whilst it is desirable to collect other waste streams from this
area the potential for contamination from the public is high.
GCCEC can control some products via their own purchasing policy however clients are at
liberty to supply their own materials. During the event planning process, clients are
encouraged to consider green alternatives via the GCCEC Green Event Guide. Future
initiatives could complement the Green Event Guide to ensure clients are providing
sustainable packaging/waste services at their events.
GCCEC is also limited in the amount of signage displayed in public areas. Maintaining a
corporate aesthetic can be challenging particularly when restricted by client requests.

Click here to attach documents

