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Company/
Organized By

Jacob K. Javits Center

Entity Type
Location
Contact Details

✔

Venue

Organizer

Country/Region:

United States

City:

New York

Name:

Jacqueline Tran

Email address:

jtran@javitscenter.com

Other, please specify:

✔ Yes, I don’t mind my contact details being published.

Initiative Title

Please provide the title of the
initiative.

Initiative Summary

Please provide a brief summary of
the initiative.

Partnerships

Please describe any partnerships
made in planning or implementing
this initiative.

Future Partnerships
Please describe any future
partnerships to consider (e.g.
organizers, venue, NGO, etc.).

Relevant Sustainable
Development Goal(s)
Please select all SDGs with which
your initiative aligns.

Rooftop Communities

The Javits Center's 6.75-acre green roof reduces heat flux, conserves energy, and manages
storm water runoff. The green roof has become a wildlife sanctuary on Manhattan's west
side, home to 29 species of birds, 5 species of bats, and thousands of honeybees. Currently
underway on the roof is a 2.3 MW solar farm, New York City's largest rooftop solar
generation project to date. This historic effort will offset the building's electric load and
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has the unique ability to partner with clients and colleagues in the meetings and events
industry as well as the tourism industry on sustainability initiatives around the UNSDGs.
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GOAL 1: No Poverty
GOAL 2: Zero Hunger
GOAL 3: Good Health and Well-Being
GOAL 4: Quality Education
GOAL 5: Gender Equality
GOAL 6: Clean Water and Sanitation
GOAL 7: Affordable and Clean Energy
GOAL 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth
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Description of the
Initiative
Please provide a detailed
description of the initiative.

Location of the
Initiative

GOAL 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
GOAL 10: Reduced Inequality
Comm
GOAL 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
GOAL 12: Responsible Consumption and Production
GOAL 13: Climate Action
GOAL 14: Life Below Water
GOAL 15: Life on Land
GOAL 16: Peace and Justice Strong Institutions
GOAL 17: Partnerships to Achieve the Goal

The Javits Center has become an unconventional oasis on Manhattan's West side. Home to
over 175 trade shows that help drive the economies of New York State and New York City,
the Center also supports 29 species of birds, five species of bats, and thousands of
honeybees with a nearly 7-acre green roof made of 11 different species of sedum. A model
for sustainability, the Javits Center rooftop communities initiative improves the lives of
employees, visitors, and the surrounding neighborhood and ecosystem. Between 42-50% of
incoming solar radiation is used to evapotranspire water off of the green roof. This is the
same
quantity of water that would be required to cool 210 studio apartments in New York
Country/Region:
United States
City. A 2.3 MW solar farm project with Siemens and the New York Power Authority is
City:
underway
atop the
NewHVAC
York units on the green roof as part of the ConEdison Non-Wires
Solutions program to reduce strain on the 42nd Street electrical grid. The solar project
supports the renewable energy targets and jobs agenda set forth by Governor Andrew

Initiative Type

etc. (TBD)

Initiative Date
Monetary Impact

4/1/14

Cash
Amount:

Time Invested

$ 463,000,000.00

Participation Hours
Number of hours:

Impact on Persons
Other Impact
If there is another pertinent metric,
please add it in the free entry field
here (e.g. KWH of renewable energy
used, KgCO2e of carbon saved, no.
of trees not used, etc.).

Feedback/
Lessons Learned
Please share any key lessons
learned, unexpected results or
challenges, or advice for those
interested in hosting a similar
activity.

Online Links
Please include any online links
that feature your activity, if
available.

Persons Benefited
Number of people: 5,000
Metric:

Gallons of water retained on the green roof annually

Amount:

7,000,000.00

The exterior surface of the green roof is, on average, 31% cooler than the black roof that
preceded it. The green roof reduces heat flux into the building by about 46% compared to the
black membrane roof that preceded it. The green roof reduces the maximum intensity of heat
island in the area by 1.9 degrees F. On average, 77% of an average rainfall event is retained
on the green roof, and it appears to be more than 18 times as cost-effective as a subsurface
cistern would be for managing an equivalent volume of storm water in Midtown. Between
42-50% of incoming solar radiation is used to evapotranspire water off of the green roof. This
https://javitscenter.com/sustainability/
is the same quantity of water that would be required to cool 210 studio apartments in New
https://issuu.com/javitscenter/docs/8725_javits_sustainabilityreport201
York City. In 2019, NYC Audubon identified 152 Herring Gull nests. Although the abundance
of bird nests were welcomed, they presented some challenges for staff as parent gulls can
be very protective. NYC Audubon is helping with a gull management plan.

Attachments
Please include any photos,
promotional materials, activity
handouts, or other documents.

Click here to attach documents

